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Good morning friends.  It’s great to be here with you this morning on this beautiful day.  Shelly and the rest of our worship team – thank you for using music to take us into this time of worship with our God.

This morning we’re going to look into EXODUS 5, and one of the main parts of this chapter is a conversation Moses and Aaron have with Pharaoh, telling him that they’re from the one true God, and that Pharaoh is supposed to let the Israelites have three days off work so they can go into the desert and worship their God.  And we see Pharaoh refusing this “awesome deal”, and choosing instead to increase the Jew’s workload.  So Moses’ first act of deliverance put the Jews into greater bondage!  Nice going Moses!  Way to build trust!

And in this story we’re going to see some instruction about how to stand strong when the pressures of life are increasing, not dissipating … and the things we’re going to learn will also apply to the pressures brought about by our work, and by our addictions, and by the woundedness we have in our lives, and by the increased pressures because of this economy, and by the pressures of the relationships we’re in, and by the pressures related to our health and parenting when they’re being ratcheted up instead of decreasing.

Imagine walking into President Obama’s office and telling him you want all the government offices in Washington D.C. to be closed for three few days so the Federal employees could spend some time at the Smithsonian, picnicking on the Mall, and visiting the Memorials.  How do you think that little chat would go?  Well FIRST, you wouldn’t get into the Oval Office, and SECOND, you wouldn’t tell Barak what to do.

Understanding this crazy scenario gives us a glimpse of just how crazy Moses and Aaron’s request to Pharaoh in EXODUS 5:1-3 actually was.  To the Egyptian people, Pharaoh wasn’t a man, he was a God, a child born from the sun, and the ruler of all the other Egyptian gods.  Pharaoh wasn’t elected, Pharaoh didn’t have committees, and Pharaoh very seldom took counsel.  Pharaoh wasn’t a “public servant” … he had supreme authority and power, and there were no laws on the books that could veto his decisions, his ruling, his edicts, his pronouncements, or his judgments.

Like Yul Brynner said in the classic 1956 Cecil B. DeMille movie, “The Ten Command-ments” in which he played Pharaoh Ramses, “So let it be written.  So let it be done.”  Pharaoh got the last word on absolutely everything, and nobody ever told him what to do, or even suggested what to do.  Here’s an inscription left in an Egyptian Temple that shows us just how Pharaoh’s viewed themselves, and how others viewed them … “I am that which was, and is, and shall be.”  In other words, all the Pharaohs saw themselves as gods, and the Egyptians agreed.

In EXODUS 3 God met Moses in the burning bush and called him once again to deliver of the Jews out of Egyptian slavery.  In EXODUS 4, God took Moses back to Egypt, reunited him with his brother Aaron, and connected the hearts of Israel’s leaders toward him.  And now, in EXODUS 5 Moses starts having a series of CONFRONTATIONAL CONVERSATIONS with Pharaoh, and we begin to see that the only person just as stubborn as Moses, is Pharaoh.  And just as hard as Moses pushes to get Pharaoh to let the Jews go, Pharaoh pushes back.  Let’s dig into EXODUS 5 …

EXODUS 5:1 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Afterward Moses and Aaron came and said to Pharaoh, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Let My people go, that they may celebrate a feast to Me in the wilderness.’”
  
Think with me for a minute what it must have been like for Moses to go home to Egypt.  He was born there – but more than that, the palace that he and Aaron met Pharaoh in was more than likely the same palace Moses grew up in as Pharaoh’s adopted son.  These courts were the courts he used to walk through.

And while Moses hadn’t known Jesus Christ in the way the Apostle Paul had, Moses’ love for God was akin to what Paul expressed when he wrote PHILIPPIANS 3:7b-8.  Moses had seen the power of the Egyptians and he’d seen the power of God, and he knew without a doubt that with God on his side he was more powerful than Pharaoh.  It wasn’t pride, arrogance, or ego … it was humility, confidence, and trust.  Here’s what the Apostle Paul wrote to the followers of Jesus Christ living in the town of Philippi, and the truth that Moses lived out throughout much of this EXODUS story …

PHILIPPIANS 3:7b-8 (PARAPHRASE)

7b-8 Because of Christ, all the things I once thought were so important are gone from my life.  Compared to the blessed privilege of knowing Christ as my Master, everything I once thought I had going for me, I now view as insignificant.  I've tossed it all in the trash so that I can embrace Christ more fully and so that He can more fully embrace me.

Gang, we serve a God who loves to have conversations with us.  This is one of the main reasons God left us His Word – so that as we read it, we’ll enter into daily conversations with Him, and invite Him to lay out His heart for us, and His plans for us.  And as you know, a big part of every good conversation, whether it’s with God, or with another person, is questions.  Back in EXODUS 3:11 Moses asked God “Who am I that You want to use me to deliver the Jews?”  And God told Moses in EXODUS 3:12 that “What was important, wasn’t who Moses was, but that what was important was Who God was.”  And then God told Moses that “He was enough, and that He’d be with Him.”  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 1

Maturing followers of Jesus Christ learn to ask God questions, learn to listen for God’s answers, and learn to put into practice whatever God tells them.

And now Pharaoh asks Moses a question … about Who, exactly his LORD is that he should have to obey Him … because this was a new concept to Pharaoh.

EXODUS 5:2-3 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

2 But Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD that I should obey His voice to let Israel go?  I do not know the LORD, and besides, I will not let Israel go.”
3 Then they [Moses and Aaron] said, “The God of the Hebrews has met with us.  Please, let us go a three days’ journey into the wilderness that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God, otherwise He will fall upon us with pestilence or with the sword.” [emphasis added]

You gotta love the three-day weekend!  And here’s where it evidently started.  When I first read this passage I thought, “Why did Moses lie to Pharaoh?  He knew this field trip was going to last longer than three days.”  But after thinking it through some more it became clear to me that Moses was just testing Pharaoh’s heart.  Like Bible teacher David Guzik writes in his commentary about this passage …

“God gave Pharaoh the chance to agree to something small and to have his heart softened before the big request came.”

But Pharaoh said “no way” and instead of giving the Israelites a hall pass, he told his supervisors to increase their burden.  v. 2 …  “I do not know the LORD, and besides, I will not let Israel go.”  Gang, REVELATION is always intimately connected to OBEDIENCE.  Pharaoh didn’t know the Lord solely because He had no intention of obeying Him.

When you and I desire to be OBEDIENT to the Lord, He will give REVELATION and provide DIRECTION for us.  But God isn’t a harsh taskmaster.  God won’t give us any further REVELATION or INSTRUCTION until we’ve been OBEDIENT to what He’s already told us to do.  So often, people say, “I don’t know what the God’s plan, or what God’s will is for me.”  And oftentimes, seeing this and understanding this is simply a matter of whether or not we’ve been obedient to the last thing God has already told us to do.  Do you see it?

My box at work is often stuffed with things to do … sometimes it’s overflowing.  But gang, God is so good to us that He doesn’t keep filling up our spiritual in-boxes. Instead, God gives us one thing to do, one directive, one assignment, one piece of information, one memo, one directive.  And then He waits until we do it before giving us the next one.  It’s like what Jesus said MATTHEW 11:30, “My burden is easy.  My load is light.”  God gives us one thing to do.  He doesn’t overwhelm or overwork us.
EXODUS 5:4-9 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

4 But the king of Egypt said to them, “Moses and Aaron, why do you draw the people away from their work?  Get back to your labors!”
5 Again Pharaoh said, “Look, the people of the land are now many, and you would have them cease from their labors!”
6 So the same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters over the people and their foremen, saying,
7 “You are no longer to give the people straw to make brick as previously; let them go and gather straw for themselves.
8 But the quota of bricks, which they were making previously, you shall impose on them; you are not to reduce any of it.  Because they are lazy, therefore they cry out, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to our God.’
9 Let the labor be heavier on the men, and let them work at it so that they will pay no attention to false words.”

Pharaoh saw Moses’ request as a waste of time.  And even though he punished the Israelites by increasing their labor, the amazing thing to me is that he is even tolerating Moses and Aaron’s requests.  Why was that?  Why did Pharaoh give them an audience in the first place?  And why, after this first request didn’t Pharaoh banish them, or even kill them?  I BELIEVE IT WAS BECAUSE GOD WAS TRYING TO SOFTEN PHARAOH’S HEART – GIVING HIM A CHANCE TO BEND HIS WILL TOWARD GOD.

Pharaoh may not have been able to articulate what was happening … and he may not have felt like, at this point in time, that a power greater than himself was, for the probably the first time in his life, pressing up against him, but I believe that this was exactly what was going on.  There’s really no other explanation for Pharaoh’s patience with this whole situation.

But Pharaoh, thinking that if the Jews had enough time to take a three-day holiday, were clearly being underworked, commands that that the Jews have to gather their own straw for making bricks.  If you've ever made mud pies in your backyard, then you know they have a tendency to crack and fall apart as they dry.  To make the bricks sturdier and to increase their life, chopped straw was added to the clay and to the mud.  Straw made the bricks stronger, and there’s a lot of archeological evidence that straw and clay were indeed used during this time period to make bricks.

And even though the straw was eliminated, the quota of bricks remained the same.  And just how many bricks did the children of Israel make?  Historical records indicate that throughout their enslavement, they made enough bricks to build a wall ten feet high and five feet thick that would stretch from Seattle to New York City.  Yikes!

Gang isn’t this similar to the demands the world so often makes of us?  The world, and our bosses, or our friends tell us we've got to be solid, that we’ve got to hold it all together   But they usually insist that, like the Israelites had to do, that we find our own straw.  And so we look and we look and we look – trying to find SOMETHING or SOMEONE to give us the strength to hold it all together … because the option of falling all apart, isn’t all that appealing.  But friends, we’re only going to find the strength we need and that we’re looking for in Christ.  Here’s what the Apostle Paul tells us about this in COLOSSIANS 1 …

COLOSSIANS 1:15-17 (COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE)

15-17 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the One who is first over all creation.  Because all things were created by Him: both in the heavens and on the earth, the things that are visible and the things that are invisible.  Whether they are thrones or powers, or rulers or authorities, all things were created through Him and for Him.  He existed before all things, and all things are held together in Him.

If you’re here this morning and you’re looking for SOMETHING, or SOMEONE that can hold it all together for you, you can stop looking, because Jesus is already doing that and you just need to learn how to trust Him.  Just like Pharaoh made these demands on the Jews, the world makes its demands on you and I, but it’s a reality that we're only going to find the strength we need in Jesus Christ.  So Pharaoh made the command, and the Egyptians did what they always did, they put Pharaoh’s command into practice.  “So let it be written.  So let it be done.”

EXODUS 5:10-19 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

10 So the taskmasters of the people and their foremen went out and spoke to the people, saying, “Thus says Pharaoh, ‘I am not going to give you any straw.
11 You go and get straw for yourselves wherever you can find it, but none of your labor will be reduced.’”
12 So the people scattered through all the land of Egypt to gather stubble for straw.
13 The taskmasters pressed them, saying, “Complete your work quota, your daily amount, just as when you had straw.”
14 Moreover, the foremen of the sons of Israel, whom Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over them, were beaten and were asked, “Why have you not completed your required amount either yesterday or today in making brick as previously?”
15 Then the foremen of the sons of Israel came and cried out to Pharaoh, saying, “Why do you deal this way with your servants?
16 There is no straw given to your servants, yet they keep saying to us, ‘Make bricks!’  And behold, your servants are being beaten; but it is the fault of your own people.”
17 But he said, “You are lazy, very lazy; therefore you say, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to the LORD.’
18 So go now and work; for you will be given no straw, yet you must deliver the quota of bricks.”
19 The foremen of the sons of Israel saw that they were in trouble because they were told, “You must not reduce your daily amount of bricks.”

Now the Jews are working under a contract that’s worse than the one they had before.  If there had been an election that day for who was to lead the Jews out of Egypt, I don’t think Moses would have received too many votes.  How frustrating, to get your hopes raised, only to have them dashed back down again.  Can you relate?

ILLUSTRATION … This is how I’ve felt sometimes these past two years in our search for God’s plan for 2nd Street to find a new place to meet after our contract here at The Armory runs out at the end of 2012.  Because while this isn’t the greatest facility for us, and being here really limits some of what we’re called to do, options have come and gone, doors have opened and closed, and there have been a lot of dead ends.

It’s been frustrating to get our hopes raised a little about something, only to see that option go away after time, energy, and emotion has been invested into it.  But God knows our needs … and God knows our hearts for ministry … and God has given us our Mission … TO BECOME MORE LIKE JESUS CHRIST BY LOVING GOD, LOVING PEOPLE, AND SERVING OUR WORLD … and God hasn’t abandoned us.

Our facilities committee is working on some exciting options right now that we’re excited to share with you more about in the weeks to come, and so this morning I want to invite you to join one another in praying every day about this huge reality and this huge need in the life of our flock.

And the Egyptian supervisors even upped the ante and told the Jews that they had to raise their output of bricks.  And I see our SECOND FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 2

GREAT CHALLENGES often come right before GREAT VICTORIES.
 
The Jews had been living in Egypt for over 200 years and serving the Egyptians and Pharaoh as slaves for over 100 years, but when God send Moses to the Jews, He wanted their hearts, their attention, and their affections to shift away from their old allegiances to the Egyptians, and over to Him.  But the Jews weren’t making this transition too well.  Notice in v. 15 who the Jewish leaders went to for help?  They didn’t go to God, and they didn’t go to Moses.  They went to Pharaoh.  Do you see yourself and your story in what’s going on here?

When we come into a relationship with God, God wants our hearts, our attention, and our affections to shift away from our old allegiances, and over to Him.  How’s that transition going in your life?  When you’re going through hard times, are you turning to God, or are you relying on your old stand-by, coping mechanisms, your old patterns of dealing with hardship, your old ways of trying to keep your head above water?  God has given you and me powerful tools that He’s expecting us to use during the hard times of life.  Here’s just seven of these tools …
1. Go to God in prayer for instruction.
2. Go to God’s Word for instruction.
3. Pick up a phone and call a friend to talk and pray with you.
4. Go to a professional counselor.
5. Go to Celebrate Recovery and get some new tools to know how to handle the hurts, the habits, and the hang-ups of this life.
6. Go to Griefshare (with 2nd Street or at another church), to help you deal with issues of loss in your life.
7. Go to Financial Peace University (with 2nd Street or at another church) to help you deal with the broken patterns of how you view and use money.

Finally, after realizing that doing the same things that they used to do isn’t helping them out, the Jews turn back to Moses and to Aaron.  But they weren’t going back to them for COUNSEL or SUPPORT.  They were going back to them to BLAME THEM and CURSE THEM.

EXODUS 5:20-21 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

20 When they left Pharaoh’s presence, they met Moses and Aaron as they were waiting for them.
21 They said to them, “May the LORD look upon you and judge you, for you have made us odious in Pharaoh’s sight and in the sight of his servants, to put a sword in their hand to kill us.”
  
Man, this had to have been so DISCOURAGING for Moses and Aaron.  And the DISCOURAGEMENT was probably coming from all directions.  I bet they were DISCOURAGED that Pharaoh didn’t just follow God’s plan right out of the gate.  And I bet they were DISCOURAGED that the Jews thought that they were the bad guys – especially after they’d pledged to put their trust in them as God’s representatives.  There was plenty of DISCOURAGEMENT to go around for everybody.  

Have you ever been in the middle of a tough situation and you’ve determined that you’re not going to complain … that you’re not going to give into DISCOURAGEMENT … and that you’re going to remain hopeful and full of trust and faith?  I mean, God’s on your side, right?  And then things went from bad to worse … and what did you do?  Did you stay close to God, or did you choose to move away from Him and from His people?  I see our THIRD FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 3

Maturing followers of Jesus Christ don’t follow Him just when life is easy … they stick close to Jesus through all the chapters of their lives … through the good, the bad, and the ugly.  They don’t give up on God because they know that God won’t give up on them.

Look back with me again to the Apostle Paul’s words from PHILIPPIANS 3 …

PHILIPPIANS 3:8 (PARAPHRASE)

7b-8 Because of Christ, all the things I once thought were so important are gone from my life.  Compared to the blessed privilege of knowing Christ as my Master, everything I once thought I had going for me, I now view as insignificant.  I've tossed it all in the trash so that I can embrace Christ more fully and so that He can more fully embrace me.
 
Gang, Satan and our own sin natures can seem so “friendly” to us when we accept their lordship; when we turn away from God and begin depending on our old ways of living and coping.  The reality is that when you and I start experiencing freedom in Jesus, more often than not, Satan will try to make life more difficult for us.  Remember EXODUS 4:31?

EXODUS 4:31 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

31 So the people believed; and when they heard that the LORD was concerned about the sons of Israel and that He had seen their affliction, then they bowed low and worshiped.

Where did that DEVOTION go?  It was there just a few days before.  Where did that FAITH go?  It was there just a few days before.  Where did that COURAGE go?  It was there just a few days before.  Dorothy Bernard said that “Courage is just fear that’s said it’s prayers.”  Where did the Jews’ PRAYERS go?  Where did their DEPENDENCE on God go?  Just a few days earlier they seemed DEVOTED, FAITHFUL, COURA-GEOUS, and FULL OF HOPE.  Maturing followers of Christ hang onto Jesus no matter what, and as a result they have God’s peace in the midst of their life problems and challenges.  And this brings us to our FOURTH FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 4

Avoiding problems and challenges isn’t as much a sign of maturity in Jesus Christ as moving through our problems and challenges without letting go of Jesus Christ.
 
And now, in vv. 22-23, Moses complains to God about all his problems …

EXODUS 5:22-23 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

22 Then Moses returned to the LORD and said, “O LORD, why have You brought harm to this people?  Why did You ever send me?
23 Ever since I came to Pharaoh to speak in Your name, he has done harm to this people, and You have not delivered Your people at all.”

Grumpy Moses.  In some ways Moses is as immature as the Jews … because while they blamed Moses for their new problems, Moses blamed God.  But the good part of what Moses is doing here is the example he’s giving us of coming before God boldly and pouring his heart out to God.  As you look at what Moses is doing here, what’s the one thing that if he had done it, would have made all the difference?  MOSES DIDN’T BRING TO MIND THE PROMISES GOD HAD MADE TO HIM AND TO THE JEWS.  To Moses, this first chapter of his life back in Egypt seems like it’s falling apart.  But to God, everything is happening just like He told Moses they would.  Remember what God promised Moses back at the burning bush in EXODUS 3 …

EXODUS 3:19-20 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

[bookmark: 1][bookmark: 2][bookmark: a]19 “But I know that the king of Egypt will not permit you to go, except under compulsion.
[bookmark: 5]20 “So I will stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with all My miracles, which I shall do in the midst of it; and after that he will let you go.

So even though God had clearly warned Moses how things would go, from the words Moses spoke to God in EXODUS 5:22-23, it seems like Moses thought everything would go easy peasy – without a single hiccup … like he would just deliver God’s message to Pharaoh that he would let the Jews go, and God would be glorified!  If this wasn’t what Moses was thinking, then there’s no reason he would have said in EXODUS 5:23, “God, You have not delivered Your people at all.”

v. 22 … why have You brought harm to this people?  Why did You ever send me?  Do you see the same old fears that came up so clearly at the burning bush are now back?  “God, You sent the wrong guy!  Pharaoh isn’t doing what You said he would do.  He’s not cooperating with Your plan.”  And at the end of this chapter we see that there’s still some huge areas of unbelief in Moses, and an inability to pick up the tools God had given him so that he’d be equipped to stand strong in the will of God.

I was with a brother from 2nd Street on Friday morning and we were talking about his life and how far God has brought him since he turned his life over to God, and he shared a couple verses with me from EPHESIANS 5:15-17 … and these are verses that I really needed to hear that morning, and frankly that Moses needed to hear all those years ago in Egypt.  And maybe they’re verses that you need to hear at the end of this morning’s teaching as well …  This is from the J.B. Phillip’s New Testament in Modern English, a translation that I love from England that was started in the 1950’s and finished in the 1960’s by New Testament scholar, pastor and teacher, J.B. Phillips …

EPHESIANS 5:15-17 (J.B. PHILLIPS NEW TESTAMENT)

15-17 Live life, then, with a due sense of responsibility, not as people who do not know the meaning and purpose of life but as those who do.  Make the best use of your time, despite all life’s difficulties.  Don't be vague but firmly grasp what you know to be the will of God. 

Gang, let’s invite Paul’s words to soak into us as we look at the truths we’re discovering from EXODUS 5.  Do you see the kind of life Paul’s words are calling us to as maturing followers of Jesus Christ?  Look at some of Paul’s key words in these verses … responsibility, meaning, purpose, make the best use of your time, despite all the difficulties of these days, don’t be vague, firmly grasp, the will of God.  How awesome it would have been if Moses had been able to pick up a New Testament on that day in his life, and read these verses from Paul … a reminder to Moses and to us that GOD IS ALWAYS ENOUGH …

· We can choose to live for God casually or with intensity and purpose.
· We can go through the difficulties of this life alone, or with our old coping mechanisms, or we can go through them with God and with the other Christ-followers God puts into our lives.
· We most consistently live in the middle of God’s will as we live intentionally, and with a firm grasp on God, not when we’re vague, wishy-washy, and circumstantial in our devotion to God – which really isn’t devotion at all.
 
While Moses spent 40 years tending sheep in Midian, LEARNING THAT HE WAS NOTHING, he probably didn’t have any idea that the next 40 years of his life he’d be LEARNING JUST WHAT GOD COULD DO WITH NOTHING.  I mean Moses probably thought that his days of learning to die to himself were finished after he headed back to Egypt.  But he was wrong.  Because as this story goes on, Moses will learn what you and I need to keep on learning throughout our lives, that God calls us to a life-time of training, to a life-time of learning, to a life-time of change, and to a life-time of laying down our lives for Him, inviting God to use the hardship and the challenges of our lives to train and strengthen our ability to trust in Him until the day we leave earth and begin spending eternity with Him in heaven.
 
Moses was neglecting and forgetting what God had actually said to him twice.  And likewise, when our emotions overrule our dependence on the Word of God, it won’t take long until you and I slip into despair.  We need to get back to trusting the Word of God.  We need to get back to relying on God’s promises.  When we let our emotions and our circumstances get in front of our faith, we’ll always live in defeat.

LISTEN TO ME … God has never broken a promise to anyone.  And He accomplished exactly what He told Moses that he would.  In EXODUS 5:22-23 Moses is despairing and defeated.  But like King David wrote in PSALM 30:5b … 

PSALM 30:5b (GOOD NEWS TRANSLATION)

5b Tears may flow in the night, but joy comes in the morning.

I love how the Israelite’s DELIVERANCE is unfolding for us in EXODUS.

ILLUSTRATION … I came into a life-changing relationship with God at 20 years old, in 1978, at the height of what was commonly referred to as “The Jesus People Movement.”  And at that time it was a common thing to hear of people who’d been DELIVERED from alcohol, drugs, or even smoking by simply asking Jesus for help. People would stand up and share their testimony … one day they were a drug-addict, the next day they were DELIVERED.

For me, stopping smoking weed was a process, not an overnight DELIVERANCE.  I’d stop and then I’d start up again, and I wondered what was wrong with me … didn’t I have enough faith?  And then food became my drug of choice and I nearly OD’d with diabetes and then I had a heart attack, and I’m learning one day at a time to turn my food over to God, and I’m terrified of being enslaved to it like the level I’d gotten to a couple of years ago.

One day at a time, right?  Like they say in Alcoholics Anonymous, “Sometimes quickly.  Sometimes slowly.”  I’ve learned over the years that not everyone is DELIVERED FedEx-style, OVERNIGHT.  It seems like for some of us, or even for most of us DELIVERANCE comes through a process.  Sometimes it’s more like the Pony Express than Fed-Ex.  But God does DELIVER us and set us free.

There’s a museum in Florence, Italy that contains four sculptures by the great 15th and 16th Century Italian artist, Michelangelo.  And these four sculptures are unique in that they were never finished.  They were originally begun to be used at the tomb of Pope Julius, but for some reason, Michelangelo, midway through the project, changed his mind, and they got shelved.  And when you look at these unfinished statues, you see a hand protruding out of the marble here, and you see the torso of a man sticking out of the marble there, and you see a leg, and a part of a head sticking out of the marble there, but none of them are finished.

Nearly everyone who sees these four unfinished works by Michelangelo senses the turmoil and the struggle embodied in these four figures.  It’s as though they’re trying to break free from the prison of the marble to become what they were intended to be.  And friends, unlike Michelangelo, GOD PROMISES TO ALWAYS FINISH WHAT HE STARTS.  I love what the Apostle Paul writes about this truth in PHILIPPIANS 1:6 …

PHILIPPIANS 1:6 (THE MESSAGE)

6 There has never been the slightest doubt in my mind that the God who started this great work in you would keep at it and bring it to a flourishing finish on the very day Christ Jesus appears.

Your DELIVERANCE and my DELIVERANCE may not happen overnight, but God isn’t finished with you yet … and He isn’t finished with me yet.  But let’s not get in God’s way or slow down His work.  In two weeks when we look into EXODUS 6 we’ll see God take some very concrete steps that will lead toward the freedom of the people of Israel from their Egyptian slavery.  Blessed be the Word of the Lord.

NEXT SUNDAY … NWYM SUPERINTENDENT BECKY ANKENY WILL SHARE GOD’S WORD WITH US.  COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING!
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their God

.  

And we see 

Pharaoh refusing this “awesome d

eal”, and choosing instead to increase

 

the Jew’s

 

workload

.  So Moses’ first act of deliverance put the Jews into greater bondage!  Nice 

going Moses!  Way to build trust!

 

 

And in this story we’re going to see some instruction about how to 

stand strong when 

the pressure

s of life are increasing, not dissipating … and the things we’re going to 

learn will also apply to the pressures brought about by our work, and by our 

addictions, and by the woundedness we have in our lives, and by the increased 

pressures becau

se of this economy, and by the pressures of the relationships we’re in, 

and by the pressures related to our health and parenting when they’re being 

ratcheted up

 

instead of decreasing.

 

 

Imagine walking into President Obama’s office and telling him you want 

all the 

government offices in Washington D.C. to be closed for three few days so the Federal 

employees could spend some time at the Smithsonian, picnicking on the Mall, and 

visiting the Memorials.  How do you think that little chat would go?  Well 

FIRST

, y

ou 

wouldn’t get into the Oval Office, and 

SECOND

, you wouldn’t tell Barak what to do.

 

 

Understanding this crazy scenario gives us a glimpse of 

just 

how crazy Moses and 

Aaron’s request 

to

 

Pharaoh in 

EXODUS 5:1

-

3

 

actually was.  To the Egyptian people, 

Pharao

h wasn’t a man, he was a God, a child born from the sun, and the ruler of all 

t

he other Egyptian gods.

 

 

Pharaoh 

wasn’t elected, Pharaoh didn’t have committees, 

and 

Pharaoh very seldom

 

took counsel. 

 

Pharaoh wasn’t 

a 

“public servant”

 

… he had 

supreme author

ity and power, and there were no laws on the books that could veto 

his decisions, his ruling, his edicts, his pronouncements, 

or

 

his judgments.

 

 

Like Yul Brynner said in the classic 1956 Cecil B. DeMille movie, “

The Ten Command

-

ments

” in which he played Ph

araoh Ramses, 

“So let it be written.  So let it be 

done.”

  

Pharaoh got the last word on absolutely everything, and nobody ever told him 

what to do, or even suggested what to do.  Here’s an

 

inscription 

left in an Egyptian 

Temple that shows us just how Phara

oh’s viewed themselves, and how others viewed 

